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If a scholarship requires an essay, 
it is the most important 
information for a reviewer.
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Strategy Agenda:

WriteOrganizeResearchIdentify

Scholarships that require essays

Eligibility - Background - Rules

Create a system for success

How to get started
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Essays Required for ScholarshipsIdentify

Guidelines are listed online
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Essays Required for ScholarshipsIdentify

Located through out application
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Start early. 
Some applications progress page by 
page. You may not see a required 
essay until you complete a page or 
answer a question.
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Essays Required for ScholarshipsIdentify

Essay appears after answering question
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Essays Required for ScholarshipsIdentify

Personal Narrative

Personal and Career Goals

Financial Plan
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• Scholarship background

• Amount and Terms

• Number of Scholarships

• Eligibility requirements

• Essay question (if applicable)

Eligibility - Background - RulesResearch

Guideline Example
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Are you eligible for the scholarship?

Research Eligibility - Background - Rules

Determine Eligibility
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Research Eligibility - Background - Rules

What is the background?

Who is giving the scholarship?

What is their why?
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Research Eligibility - Background - Rules

More clues…

GPA

Essay is important
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Research Eligibility - Background - Rules

What are the “rules”?

• Is there a word limit?

• Can you use your name in the essay?

• Must complete the essay now to move on in the application?  Or can you come back to it?



Create a system for successOrganize

Scholarship Essay Strategies

Get organized

• Create a Google folder for scholarship information

• Create or update a Resume, save your ACT Scores and a transcript

• Create a Scholarship Sheet



Create a system for successOrganize

Scholarship Essay Strategies

Get organized

• Think about who will be your references and ask them early

• Save essays as individual documents 

 Include essay prompt and “rules”

 Easy to share to get feedback

 Can use as a starting point for future essays

• Create calendar reminders

• Share with someone who will help keep you on track

Essay Doc example



Write

Scholarship Essay Strategies

How to get started

Read the essay prompt

• Think about the question

• Be aware of your audience

Make it unique

• Be personal. Be YOU.

• Don’t be tempted to use the same essay over, and over, and over…

Reviewer examples: 
donors, board members, educators, community members
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What you write is more important 
than how you write.
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Write a personal statement on why you are applying 
for this scholarship. (Max 500 words)

Write Example
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Brainstorm:
How can you create a connection to write this essay?

Write Example
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You don’t have to personally know 
someone to draw a comparison.
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Nick overcame adversity and through this, learned how to 
succeed in school, be a great friend, and a compassionate 
person. What adversity have you had to overcome, and 
how has it transformed you. (Max 500 words)

Write Example
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Brainstorm:
How can you create a connection to write this essay?

Write Example
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Write How to get started

A good essay answers the question.

A great essay takes it further.

• What adversity have you had to overcome?  (past experience)

• How has it transformed you? (who you are now)

• How will you use this experience/transformation to succeed in college and career?  (take it further)



Scholarship Essay Strategies

Think of the Personal Narrative as 
your origin story. Expand on this 
story in subsequent essays.
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Personal Narrative EssayWrite

Personal and Career Goals Essay

Financial Plan Essay

Leadership Essay
Volunteer Essay



Write

Scholarship Essay Strategies

How to get started

More essay tips…

• Write your essay in another program

• Ask for feedback

• Check for errors after copy/paste into application

Give yourself time to complete essays



Candi Wiemers
Programs & Marketing Coordinator
cwiemers@gips.org
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