
Online 
Scholarship 
Application

Kari Hooker-Leep, Executive Director
Candi Wiemers, Programs & Marketing Coordinator



GIPS Foundation Online Scholarship Application

One Application for 205 Scholarships

• $671,823 scholarship money available

• Scholarships range from $250 - $260,000

• Scholarships available for ALL degrees and majors

• 60% of 2024 GISH Seniors who completed an application were awarded scholarships



GIPS Foundation Online Scholarship Application

Web based
• Access anywhere online

• PC or Mac

• Do not recommend handheld devices

• MUST have a valid email address to receive important scholarship process emails



www.gipsfoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships

● Application Link

● Important Dates

● Scholarship Guidelines 

● Frequently Asked Questions

● Scholarship Events
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Scholarship Guidelines
Each scholarship guideline has:

• Scholarship background
• Amount and Terms
• Number of Scholarships
• Eligibility requirements
• Essay question (if applicable)

• Terms of payment

Guidelines are found:

• GIPS Foundation website
• Links embedded in application



How to start?
• https://gipsfoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships.html 

• Click on application button

• Bookmark application webpage
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Each question has a purpose

• How you complete your application is very important

• 129 scholarship guidelines               1 application

• The application system will filter student 
applications into all the scholarship reviews the 
student qualifies for based on how the student 
answers questions
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Create an Account
• Click on  To create a new application click here.

• Remember your Username  (we recommend using your email)
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Forgot Password?
• Click on   Forgot your password?

• Must know Email or Username

• DO NOT create duplicate accounts
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What do the icons mean?
Icons represent the 
status of each document

Green check
all required fields complete
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What do the icons mean?
Icons represent the 
status of each document

Yellow triangle
all required fields complete
optional fields not complete
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What do the icons mean?
Icons represent the 
status of each document

Red exclamation point
at least one required field must be
completed before you can submit
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Two Important Questions
will determine appropriate GISH pages

Contact Information page

Education Information page

BOTH answers MUST be  Yes for GISH Senior

Are you graduating from high school in December 2024 or Spring 2025? 

Will you receive your high school diploma from Grand Island Senior High? 



Education Information
• GPA – student self report field  

GISH Registrar completes transcript information after application is submitted

• Academy & Pathway

• ACT & SAT scores  (no superscores)

GIPS Foundation Online Scholarship Application



GIPS Foundation Online Scholarship Application

Household Info
• If you do not know parent 

information enter unknown

• Or enter whatever your 
situation may be
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Free or Reduced Lunch Benefits
If you answer  Yes

you need to upload your benefit letter
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College Plans
• College preference matters

• Many scholarships have specific major qualifications



Extracurricular Activities
• School Activities   

• School-Sponsored Sports

• Community Activities/Awards

Optional Essays – Leadership & Volunteer

• Air Force JROTC and ABCDD Girls Softball 
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Extracurricular Activities

Special Pages
• GISH Band

• Grand Island Concert Association

• Grand Island Senior High Theatre Boosters

• Grand Island Senior High Visual Fine Arts
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Personal Essay Questions
Personal Narrative
The best personal statements describe strengths and achievements in an intimate and unique way, capitalizing 
on life experiences which have molded you into a worth candidate. Let the selection committee know who you 
are through your writing. (Max 500 words)

Personal and Career Goals
What are your personal and career goals? What is your plan for achieving these goals? (Max 500 words)

Financial Plan
Attending college can be expensive. What is your financial plan for achieving this goal? (Max 500 words)

• Do NOT use your name
• GIPS Foundation Writing Rubric

Click link in application to view rubric
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Scholarship Essay Questions

Scholarship guideline link

• Each essay is specific to a scholarship

• Most scholarships do NOT have an 
additional essay

• DO NOT use your name
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References
• Academic and General Reference are required

• Ask first, then enter information

• Reference will receive an email with link
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Your responsibility to monitor reference progress

(Notified) – Reference has been sent an email link

References



Your responsibility to monitor reference progress

(FAILED) – reference is incorrect and bounced, you must correct the email address
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References



Your responsibility to monitor reference progress

(Completed) – reference form is complete

GIPS Foundation Online Scholarship Application

References
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What are Initiative Points?

Bonus points for submitting before deadline

• January 8     =  10 points
• January 15   =    8 points
• January 22   =    6 points
• January 29   =    4 points

February 5 application CLOSED
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Important Application Dates

• December 1, 2024  - Application open

• February 5, 2025  - Application closed

• Late March 2025   - Scholarship offer letters (pick up at GISH)
Complete the form IMMEDIATELY

• Early April 2025     - Alternate offer letters sent*
If a first scholarship offer is declined, an alternate offer is sent
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What if you have questions?

Links embedded in the application

Frequently asked questions on the Scholarship page:  www.gipsfoundation.org

Contact Candi Wiemers, System Administrator at cwiemers@gips.org

??
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