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If a scholarship requires an essay, 
it is the most important 
information for a reviewer.
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Strategy Agenda:

WriteOrganizeResearchIdentify

Scholarships that require essays

Eligibility - Background - Rules

Create a system for success

How to get started
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Essays Required for ScholarshipsIdentify

Guidelines are listed online
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Essays Required for ScholarshipsIdentify

Located through out application



Strategies

Start early. 
Some applications progress page by 
page. You may not see a required 
essay until you complete a page or 
answer a question.
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Essays Required for ScholarshipsIdentify

Essay appears after answering question
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Essays Required for ScholarshipsIdentify

Personal Narrative

Personal and Career Goals

Financial Plan
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• Scholarship background

• Amount and Terms

• Number of Scholarships

• Eligibility requirements

• Essay question (if applicable)

Eligibility - Background - RulesResearch

Guideline Example
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Are you eligible for the scholarship?

Research Eligibility - Background - Rules

Determine Eligibility
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Research Eligibility - Background - Rules

What is the background?

Who is giving the scholarship?

What is their why?
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Research Eligibility - Background - Rules

More clues…

GPA

Essay is important
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Research Eligibility - Background - Rules

What are the “rules”?

• Is there a word limit?

• Can you use your name in the essay?

• Must complete the essay now to move on in the application?  Or can you come back to it?



Create a system for successOrganize
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Get organized

• Create a Google folder for scholarship information

• Create or update a Resume, save your ACT Scores and a transcript

• Create a Scholarship Sheet



Create a system for successOrganize
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Get organized

• Think about who will be your references and ask them early

• Save essays as individual documents 

 Include essay prompt and “rules”

 Easy to share to get feedback

 Can use as a starting point for future essays

• Create calendar reminders

• Share with someone who will help keep you on track

Essay Doc example



Write
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How to get started

Read the essay prompt

• Think about the question

• Be aware of your audience

Make it unique

• Be personal. Be YOU.

• Don’t be tempted to use the same essay over, and over, and over…

Reviewer examples: 
donors, board members, educators, community members
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What you write is more important 

than how you write.



Jeremy J. Buckner Memorial Scholarship
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Write a personal statement on why you are applying 

for this scholarship. (Max 500 words)

Write Example



Jeremy J. Buckner Memorial Scholarship

Strategies

Brainstorm:

How can you create a connection to write this essay?

Write Example

Scholarship Essay Required

In memory of Jeremy J. Buckner, his family offers a scholarship to a well-rounded student involved in athletics 

and/or performing arts. Jeremy was an outstanding athlete at Grand Island Senior High. He still holds the school 

and the prior state record in the 300 intermediate hurdles. Jeremy played the violin from grade school through 

Senior High and was involved in orchestra.
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You don’t have to personally know 
someone to draw a comparison.



Brandon Levander Memorial Scholarship
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Brandon believed in education, and had a strong work 

ethic. What has been a driving force for you to continue 

your education? (Max 500 words)

Write Example



Brandon Levander Memorial Scholarship

Strategies

Brainstorm:

How can you create a connection to write this essay?

Write Example

Scholarship Essay Required

The family of Brandon Levander offers one scholarship to graduating seniors with a demonstrated interest in the 

field of Electrical Technology. Brandon was a 1999 graduate of Grand Island Senior High. During his time at 

GISH, Brandon was on the swim team. After graduation he obtained his general education courses at Central 

Community College. Brandon attended the Engineering program at the University of Nebraska where he 

graduated magna cum laude. He went on to work for Telex, Nebraska Public Power District, and Arizona Public 

Services. Brandon believed in education, and had a strong work ethic. Brandon had a lust for life and was an 

adventurous soul. He was an avid rock climber and rappeler. He and his family traveled the world. He loved 

being a part of nature's beauty. Brandon was a kind giving soul who enjoyed every opportunity life had to offer.
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Nick overcame adversity and through this, learned how to 

succeed in school, be a great friend, and a compassionate 

person. What adversity have you had to overcome, and 

how has it transformed you. (Max 500 words)

Write Example

Nicholas Jay Galvan Memorial Scholarship



Nicholas Jay Galvan Memorial Scholarship

Strategies

Brainstorm:

How can you create a connection to write this essay?

Write Example

Scholarship Essay Required

The family of Nicholas Jay "Nick" Galvan has established this scholarship as legacy to his life. Nick was a 

member of the Grand Island Senior High Class of 2018. He was involved in football, wrestling, show choir, and 

his church youth group. Nick had a big smile and was a friend to all. He understood adversity and worked very 

hard to overcome obstacles that stood in his way. He lived with Tourette's syndrome and this, along with his 

faith, gave him the tenacity to hang in there when things were tough, and the compassion to understand other's 

shortcomings. His GISH Football family was important to him. He had longed dreamed of playing football. He 

wore his number 58 jersey proudly. He was also a talented performer and a member of the GISH Ultimate 

Image Show Choir.
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Write How to get started

A good essay answers the question.

A great essay takes it further.

• What adversity have you had to overcome?  (past experience)

• How has it transformed you? (who you are now)

• How will you use this experience/transformation to succeed in college and career?  (take it further)
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Think of the Personal Narrative as 
your origin story. Expand on this 
story in subsequent essays.
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Personal Narrative EssayWrite

Personal and Career Goals Essay

Financial Plan Essay

Leadership Essay

Volunteer Essay



Write
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How to get started

More essay tips…

• Write your essay in another program

• Ask for feedback

• Check for errors after copy/paste into application

Give yourself time to complete essays
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